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Minutes of the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District meeting held at 10.00 

am on 21 March 2018 in Aras Chill Dara, Devoy Park, Naas, Co Kildare 

Officials Present:  Councillor S Power (Mayor), Councillors S Doyle, P Kennedy, M 

    McCabe, F McLoughlin-Healy, J Pender and M Stafford. 

 

Apologies:   Councillor M Lynch. 

 

Officials Present:  Mr T McDonnell (Municipal District Manager), Mr D Hughes  

    (Municipal District Engineer), Ms E Wright and Mr L Dunne  

    (Senior Executive Officers), Ms V Cooke and Ms A M Conneely 

    (A/Senior Executive Officers), Mr B Martin (Administrative  

    Officer), Mr C O'Toole (Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District  

    Office), Ms F Skehan (Meetings Administrator) and Ms O Mooney 

    (Meetings Secretary) 

_____________________ 

 

KN01/0318 

Suspension of Standing Orders 

The Mayor proposed to suspend standing orders for thirty minutes in order to facilitate the 

completion of an informal meeting which was taking place before this meeting. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Doyle, seconded by Councillor Power that standing 

orders be suspended for thirty minutes. 

 

KN02/0318 

Minutes 

The members considered the minutes of the monthly meeting of the Kildare-Newbridge 

Municipal District held on 21 February 2018 together with the progress report. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor  Doyle, seconded by Councillor Stafford that the 

minutes of the monthly meeting of the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District held on 21 

February 2018 be confirmed and taken as read.  The progress report was noted. 
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KN03/0318 

Presentation to the Kildare Drama Festival 

The Mayor welcomed Mr Denis Flood and Mr Ian Weir from Kildare Drama Festival to the 

meeting in order to make a presentation to them to mark the occasion of the Drama 

Festival's 60th anniversary. 

 

Councillor Stafford congratulated the Kildare Drama Festival on reaching this great 

milestone. He added a great deal of work goes into this festival which introduces new 

innovations each year. He stated his association with the festival went back to 1987 with a 

production of "Our Town" and nearly the whole parish of Allen were on the stage. Kildare has 

a stronger drama tradition than other surrounding counties and this was because of the 

drama festivals which encourage groups to thrive. He added that the CYMS Hall where all 

the productions took place remained predominantly unchanged over the last sixty years and 

he wished the festival the best of luck for the next sixty years. 

 

Councillor Doyle stated that taking part in these productions gave great enjoyment to those 

taking part and also to those in the audience and there was a great social aspect which 

strengthened communities. She added that this presentation was a small token of all your 

hard work and hopefully the venue for your productions would be improved for the future. 

 

The Mayor added it was a great achievement for this festival and thanked them for 

encouraging the youth to develop their talents. It was a wonderful contribution to drama and 

continued success to the festival. 

 

Councillor McCabe stated he was a member of the Hopkins Society and he knew how hard it 

was to keep the momentum on track. He wished the festival great success and well done for 

the last sixty years. 

 

Councillor McLoughlin-Healy stated that high quality entertainment was provided at this 

festival and best of luck for the future. 

 

Councillor Pender wished them the very best of luck for the future and she commented that 

recently she got a taste of what the young people in the performing arts did and it was 

wonderful. 
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The Mayor called on Mr Flood and Mr Weir and he made a presentation to them to mark the 

Kildare Drama Festival's 60th anniversary. A photograph was taken of them with the Mayor 

and also a group photograph was taken. 

 

KN04/0318 

Presentation from the Asylum Seekers Support Group 

The meetings administrator stated that this presentation was postponed until the April 

meeting. 

 

KN05/0318 

Municipal District Road Works 

The Municipal District Engineer updated the members on the municipal district road works as 

follows; 

Maddenstown Road Improvement Works, The Curragh 

This scheme commenced in December 2017 with substantial footpath works now complete.  

It was intended that the road improvement works element of this scheme would be 

completed by the end of March, weather permitting. 

 

LPT/Pay Parking Projects 

The following LPT works would be completed in the coming weeks; 

 provision of pelican crossing and ramps in Coill Dubh 

 

The following LPT works had been tendered within the last week; 

 footpath and road improvement works at Maryville Estate, Kildare Town 

 footpath improvement works at Ard Mhuire Estate, Rathangan 

 footpath improvement works at Suncroft (to improve access to Suncroft 

Community Centre) 

 footpath improvement works at St Dominic's Park Estate, Newbridge. 

  

Further LPT works would be tendered in the coming weeks and months. 

 

Road Works Programme 2018 

The Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District area had recently finalised its 2018 Road Works 

Programme on the basis of the funding allocated for 2018. 
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Severe Weather 

During and following the recent severe weather related to Storm Emma, the Kildare 

Newbridge Municipal District office suspended normal works and focussed its resources on 

clearing roads and footpaths around the municipal district area. This work involved the use of 

a number of private contractors along with its own resources. In many cases during the 

period of severe weather, the work was arranged using telephone/text messages and emails 

to co-ordinate responses as efficiently as possible. The clearing of regional roads was 

prioritised and completed, where possible, during the first week with local roads attended to 

as resources allowed. The  municipal district office also liaised with the other municipal 

district offices to co- ordinate responses at locations where some areas overlapped. The 

assistance of the Department of Defence was also arranged in relation to clearing some 

roads and providing assistance and safe access/egress to Naas Hospital, nursing homes 

and other locations. 

 

In regard to the Liffey Linear Park, a sign was erected conveying the ongoing twinning 

arrangement and this was arranged by Councillor Aspell. 

 

KN06/0318 

Housing Need Assessment Figures 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Pender: 

Can the council provide a breakdown of the housing needs assessment figures for this 

municipal district and to also include the figures for those in receipt of HAP? 

 

A report was received from the Housing Section informing the members that it was not 

possible to provide a breakdown of the housing needs assessment figures per municipal 

district, including the figures for those in receipt of HAP.  The 2017 Housing Needs 

assessment was published by the Housing Agency in January 2018 and a full copy of the 

report could be accessed via the following link:  

https://www.housingagency.ie/our-publications/latest-publications.aspx 

 

Councillor Pender requested a further breakdown of the areas. She needed the figures for 

HAP and what municipal districts they are in.  
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The District Manager agreed that the reply could have been more informative in relation to 

the how the figures are captured. He added that 5,103 persons were in need of social 

housing last year and 1,600 HAP applicants up to the end of last year. He stated that the 

council do not collate the figures on a municipal district basis as currently applicants for 

social housing were asked to supply three preferences areas.  Councillor Pender noted his 

comments. 

 

The report was noted.   

 

KN07/0318 

Housing Allocations - HAP 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Pender: 

How many housing allocations have been made to applicants who are in receipt of HAP in 

this municipal district? 

 

A report was received from the Housing Section informing the members that there were zero 

households in 2016 and ten households in 2017 in receipt of HAP in the Kildare-Newbridge 

Municipal District. 

 

The report was noted. 

 

KN08/0318 

Cobblestone Footpath in Kilmeague 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Power: 

That the council outline in detail its plans for the cobblestone footpath in Kilmeague and if 

some indication could be given in relation to cost and the required time to carry out the 

proposed works. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Power and seconded by Councillor Doyle. 

 

A report was received from the Roads Transportation and Public Safety Section informing 

the members that the Municipal District Office would be preparing a detailed design for 

tender and pricing. A copy of the plan would be provided to the members who had agreed to 

consult with the local community.  This would be programmed to be completed within the 

2018 Roadworks Programme. 
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The Municipal District Engineer had discussions and he noted that the locals had an 

attachment to the cobbles. He agreed to put together a drawing for the members to be 

discussed with the local community. A meeting could be arranged and then it could go to 

tender. He stated that the drawings were currently being worked on and it should be ready to 

be circulated to the members by the end of this week. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Power, seconded by Councillor Doyle that report be 

noted and drawings be circulated to the members by the end of the week, and that a meeting 

be arranged to discuss with the local community. 

 

KN09/0318 

Re-surfacing of the Monasterevin to Bracknagh Road (L1002) at Quinnsborough 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Stafford: 

That the council in conjunction with Offaly County Council, as appropriate, resurface the 

Monasterevin to Bracknagh Road (L1002) at Quinnsborough. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Stafford and seconded by Councillor Doyle. 

 

A report was received from the Roads Transportation and Public Safety Section informing 

the members that the Roadworks Programme for 2018 had been recently agreed. This 

location was not included in the programme for 2018, however, the Municipal District Office 

would list the location to be surveyed and assessed for the 2019 Roadworks Programme. 

 

Councillor Stafford stated that both sides of the road need to be re-surfaced together and 

collaboration between local authorities.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Stafford, seconded by Councillor Doyle that report 

be noted and that when these works are carried out that both sides of the road be re-

surfaced together with collaboration with other local authorities concerned. 

 

KN10/0318 

Cherry Avenue, Kildare Town 

Item 10 - Motion Councillor Lynch 

"That the council explores opening up Cherry Avenue, Kildare Town to the Tully Road with a 

laneway and explores how this can be made possible". 
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As Councillor Lynch was absent from the meeting and no written consent to move the motion 

in his absence had been submitted, the motion was not considered. 

 

KN11/0318 

Recent Snow Period 

 

Item 11 - Motion Councillor Lynch 

"Following the great work done by council staff over the snow period, how has this affected 

the budget and if it is significantly reduced that we call on central government to make funds 

available to address any shortage that now arises in our capital or municipal budget". 

 

As Councillor Lynch was absent from the meeting and no written consent to move the motion 

in his absence had been submitted, the motion was not considered. 

 

KN12/0318 

Upgrading the road off the R413 on the Melitta Road, Kildare Town 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Pender: 

That the council consider upgrading the road off the R413 on the Melitta Road leaving 

Kildare Town which cuts across the plains to the R445 Dublin Road. Due to the heavy traffic 

in the town and lack of a traffic management plan, this road is increasingly being used to 

avoid congestion during peak times but is in very poor condition for the volume of traffic that 

uses it. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Pender and seconded by Councillor Stafford. 

 

A report was received from the Roads Transportation and Public Safety Section informing 

the members that the Roadworks Programme for 2018 had been recently agreed. This 

location was not included in the Roadworks Programme for 2018, however, the Municipal 

District Office would list the location to be surveyed and assessed for the 2019 Roadworks 

Programme. Councillor Pender stated she would like to see this road improved as 

congestion would only get worse. 

 

Councillor Stafford stated his preference would be for a through road to be created through 

the Barracks. 
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The Municipal District Engineer stated that there were no funds available to carry out this 

work this year but it would be assessed next year to improve the surface of the road. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Pender, seconded by Councillor Stafford that the 

report be noted and that the road be assessed next year to improve the surface of the road. 

 

KN13/0318 

Sheep Grids 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Doyle: 

What is the schedule of remaining sheep grids to be installed that will comprehensively 

secure the Curragh and in what order of priority? 

 

A report was received from the Roads Transportation and Public Safety Section informing 

the members that the Municipal District Office currently had funding for the installation of two 

new sheep grids at locations agreed with the members, one at Lurg Lane and another at 

Brownstown Cross. The installation of both of these grids would be dependent on the 

outcome of site investigation works at these locations due to the presence of sewage rising 

mains. The Municipal District Office had also issued tenders to reconstruct and repair two 

grids which had failed. One at the rear of the Curragh Racecourse on the R413 and another 

opposite Kildare Chilling on the L-7022. Following the above, an additional 5 grids are 

required to be installed to fully secure the Curragh.  

 

Councillor Doyle asked that the schedule and drawing for installation of sheep grids be 

circulated to her. The Municipal District Engineer agreed to circulate this to her.  

The report was noted. 

 

KN14/0318 

Outstanding Projects in the Allenwood and Kilmeague areas 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Doyle: 

Can the proposed road closure from Allenwood to Kilmeague to facilitate the Irish Water pipe 

laying project, be utilized to facilitate a number of outstanding projects in the area i.e. road 

resurfacing from Allenwood to Travellers Rest, footpath restoration at Kilmeague, resurfacing 

of the area to the rear of shops in Kilmeague and any other scheduled works in the area? 

 

A report was received from the Roads Transportation and Public Safety Section informing 

the members that the Municipal District Office was currently processing the road closure 
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application. As part of this, the Municipal District Office was also investigating the possibility 

of using the proposed road closure between Allenwood and Kilmeague to complete the road 

improvement works along the R415 and the footpath in Kilmeague. This would have to be 

agreed with Irish Water and the contractor appointed to carry out their works. The Municipal 

District Office was not involved in the resurfacing of the back lanes area to the rear of the 

shops in Kilmeague as this was private and not in charge of Kildare County Council. 

 

Councillor Doyle noted that a public meeting would be held in Ballyteague GAA shortly with 

Irish Water to discuss the proposed closure from Allenwood to Kilmeague to facilitate the 

Irish Water pipe laying project and she welcomed this meeting. She accepted that the 

Municipal District Engineer would carry out whatever works he could  during this period. 

 

The report was noted. 

 

KN15/0318 

Review of Salting Routes 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor S Power: 

In view of the serious difficulties many motorists experienced driving on icy roads in the 

Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District during recent months, will the council consider a review 

of the roads that are treated? 

 

A report was received from the Roads Transportation and Public Safety Section informing 

the members that the nine salting trucks in use by the council are operating close to capacity 

at present. Due to these capacity constraints, the council was not in a position to make any 

additions or alterations, no matter how small, to the existing salting routes. However, the 

council would be carrying out a review of the 2017/2018 Winter Maintenance Programme in 

the coming months to determine if additional roads can be accommodated in the 2018/2019 

Winter Maintenance Programme, given the resources, capacity available and allowing for the 

many other competing demands for additional salting routes. 

 

The report was noted. 

 

KN16/0318 

Safety at Allenwood Cross 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor S Power: 
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Following recent developments at and adjacent to Allenwood Cross, is the council satisfied 

with the safety of this junction or are other safety measures planned for the junction? 

 

A report was received from the Roads Transportation and Public Safety Section informing 

the members that the junction was currently being assessed by TAAG. Any works at the 

junction would be dependent on the TAAG assessment. 

 

The report was noted. 

 

KN17/0318 

Provision of one-off rural public lights 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Stafford: 

Can the council confirm that subject to funding being identified that the council would be 

prepared to provide one off rural public lights at an approximate cost of €5,000 per lighting 

standard and connection costs in this municipal district? 

 

A report was received from the Roads Transportation and Public Safety Section informing 

the members that the council had established a rural lighting scheme in the Athy Municipal 

District on a pilot basis i.e. €5,000 fund had been set aside and an application process and 

procedure developed. The scheme was designed to assist residents in rural locations to 

install external lighting on their property, with a view to enhancing the security and safety at 

their property. The desired purpose of the lighting was for the appropriate illumination of the 

property and curtilage to enhance the security and safety of the dwelling and not to illuminate 

the public highway or adversely compromise the rural setting.  If the members were in 

agreement and can identify a source of funding, a similar type scheme could be piloted in the 

Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District. 

 

Councillor Stafford stated that this matter had come up at Budget meetings and there was 

reluctance to provide individual rural public lights. Every year there was provision for new 

lighting in estates but not rural lighting. He added that some people like to have lights outside 

their homes and the funding was given in the past through discretionary funds. He asked that 

funding be provided under LPT and that one-off rural public lighting be provided. 

 

Ms Wright stated that this matter was discussed across the five municipal districts and she 

re-iterated that Athy Municipal District had come up with a pilot scheme for rural public 
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lighting with the help of a certified electrician. No applications had been received under this 

scheme yet. She stated that this could be looked at under the public lighting budget. She 

stated that the Public Lighting Section had some staff changes recently and that they were 

currently examining public lights to be upgraded to LED. 

 

The report was noted. 

 

KN18/0318 

Consultation with residents and businesses of Allenwood and Kilmeague regarding 

road closure 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Aspell: 

That the council consult with the residents and businesses of Allenwood and Kilmeague in 

relation to the road closure for six months due to Irish Water laying pipes as this is going to 

be a very disruptive time for both residents and businesses. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Aspell and seconded by Councillor Stafford. 

 

A report was received from the Water Services Section informing the members that Water 

Services did make contact, by phone and email, with all those that had sent in submissions 

to the scheme and dealt with their concerns. 

 

Councillor Aspell noted that a public meeting would be held in Ballyteague GAA shortly in 

this regard and he hoped that the views of the businesses and residents would be taken into 

consideration. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Aspell, seconded by Councillor Stafford that the 

report be noted and that the views of the businesses and residents be taken into 

consideration at the public meeting to be arranged shortly. 

 

KN19/0318 

Alternative to closing the R415 from Allenwood to Kilmeague 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Stafford: 

That the municipal district office explore with Irish Water an alternative to closing the R415 

from Allenwood to Kilmeague and devise a traffic management plan that would limit the 

disruption to the one hundred and forty houses and businesses located on the road at this 

location. 
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The motion was proposed by Councillor Stafford and seconded by Councillor Power. 

 

A report was received from the Water Services Section informing the members that the best 

way to ensure the safety of both the public and the construction workers was to close the 

road. Also, the road was narrow and not wide enough for one single lane of traffic. 

 

Councillor Stafford noted that the public meeting would be held shortly and that the works 

needed to be carried out but he hoped that lessons would be learned for the future and that 

better communications be put in place for local businesses and residents.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Stafford, seconded by Councillor Power that the 

report be noted and that he welcomed the public meeting with Irish Water. 

 

KN20/0318 

Public Meeting with Irish Water - water works in the Kilmeague/Allenwood District 

The members considered the following question in the name of  Councillor McCabe: 

Can the council organise a public meeting with Irish Water and council officials in Allen Hall, 

to discuss the upcoming water works in the Kilmeague/Allenwood district to discuss the short 

term consequences and long term benefits for the local residents and businesses so that a 

mutually beneficial strategy can be arranged to move forward with this difficult process? 

 

A report was received from the Water Services Section informing the members that this 

scheme was being progressed in the usual manner. It would not be usual practice to hold 

public meetings for a contract of this type. The purpose of the scheme was to replace the old 

brittle trunk watermain that services Kilmeague/Allenwood/Derrinturn/Carbury and 

surrounding areas. The replacement of this old watermain would bring a more reliable and 

modern water supply to residents and businesses in the rural community. 

 

Councillor McCabe had to leave the meeting and he gave his apologies to the Mayor and his 

question was taken as read. He had noted that a public meeting would be arranged shortly 

with Irish Water. 

 

The report was noted. 
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KN21/0318 

One-Off Houses - 2016 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor S Power: 

That the council provide the number of applications that were received in 2016 for one off 

houses in the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District, the number that were granted, refused 

and those that An Bord Pleanála adjudicated on. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Power and seconded by Councillor Doyle. 

 

A report was received from the Planning Department informing the members that in 2016, 

133 applications for one off houses were received in the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal 

District. 26 were refused and 94 were granted to date. 4 decisions were appealed to An Bord 

Pleanala. Of these 4 applications, all were refused by Kildare County Council. An Bord 

Pleanala also refused 3 of these applications and one was granted by The Board. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Power, seconded by Councillor Doyle that the report 

be noted. 

 

KN22/0318 

Register of Public Rights of Way 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Stafford: 

Can the council furnish a copy of the register of public right of ways in this municipal district 

as prescribed by the Planning and Development Act, 2000? 

 

A report was received from the Planning Department informing the members that the council 

was obliged to create a register of rights of way created under section 206 or 207 of the 

Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended). This section refers to the creation of 

rights-of-way by agreement or compulsorily. No rights-of-way had been created under 

Section 206 or 207. 

 

Councillor Stafford stated that he would speak with Ms Cooke after the meeting. 

 

The report was noted. 
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KN23/0318 

Communication between Municipal District and the Public Participation Network 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor McLoughlin-Healy: 

That the council outline the strategy/policy/protocol for communication between this 

municipal district and the Public Participation Network including for example where 

funding/grants are available or where the expertise of a member/s of the Public Participation 

Network might be required. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor McLoughlin-Healy and seconded by Councillor 

Pender. 

 

A report was received from the Community and Cultural Department informing the members 

that the Public Participation Network was a formal network that operates independently from 

Kildare County Council. The PPN User Guide (published by the Department of Housing, 

Planning, Community and Local Government in March 2017) states that the PPN was the 

"go to" body for organisations who wish to benefit from community and voluntary expertise at 

their table. For this reason, formal structures had been put in place whereby PPN 

representatives input into, and influence, Kildare County Council's policy making by 

participating on SPCs and the LCDC. If any Municipal District wished to communicate with 

the PPN then they may do so through the PPN Coordinator at kildareppn@gmail.com The 

members should be aware that the Community Department, and all other departments in 

Kildare County Council, routinely notify Kildare PPN when funding or grants become 

available. The only exception to this was the retained Local Property Tax fund as the 

allocation of this fund was a matter directly for the municipal district members. 

 

Councillor McLoughlin-Healy queried the communication of grant funding through the PPN 

by the council. She stated the Cycle Forum having been advised to contact the PPN were 

subsequently informed that the PPN did not have the resources available. She added that 

Newbridge Access Group sought funding and they were not aware of funding through 

retained LPT. She stated that more communication between the groups wishing to access 

grant funding needs to be brought to their attention and she would like to see more work put 

in around the policy of the PPN.  

 

Councillor Pender stated that more information on grants should be put out to access groups 

such as new shop front schemes and others. 
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Ms Conneely stated that there was no resource issue and that the secretariat was voluntary 

and she was waiting on their work programme for 2018. 

 

Councillor McLoughlin-Healy stated that she would speak further with Ms Conneely after the 

meeting. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor McLoughlin-Healy, seconded by Councillor Pender 

that the report be noted and that she would speak further to Ms Conneely after the meeting. 

 

 

KN24/0318 

Review - Newbridge Town Hall 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor McLoughlin-Healy: 

As there is no commercially sensitive data in the Town Hall review report, that the council 

publish the report online so that the tax-payers who paid for the report may access it. Can 

the council also confirm who ordered the review, how much it cost and what the outcome of 

this third review/plan is to be. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor McLoughlin-Healy and seconded by Councillor 

Pender. 

 

A report was received from the Community and Cultural Department informing the members 

that the council had no plans to publish the report as this review holds commercially 

sensitive information.  The cost to carry out the review was €1,500. Following the in-

committee Municipal District meeting in February, it was agreed a tiered pricing policy would 

be brought to the Municipal District for consideration.  A needs analysis for use of the town 

hall would be carried out and when the executive agrees the operational management of the 

town hall, the members would be informed. 

 

Councillor McLoughlin-Healy stated that the rationale for holding this meeting in-committee 

was not right as there was no commercially sensitive information in the report. She stated 

that a group was put together and in one year a report was to be completed but it was not 

completed and then a review was requested. She stated that venue users were eager to give 

their feedback but none of their comments were taken into account as they were not 

consulted for this review. She asked who ordered this review previously and she was not 
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given an answer. She added that two years after opening the town hall they were still no 

clearer as to how it would be used. She did not understand the delay and the lack of 

transparency and why the report was not published. 

 

Councillor Pender stated that the only part of the report that may be sensitive was the 

expenditure part. She stated that it would be positive to circulate this report. 

 

The Mayor stated he had no difficulty with the report not being published. He added the 

Town Hall was an eyesore and huge resources and commitment were put into the 

restoration of the Town Hall. He had concerns over the negative discussions at the municipal 

district meetings recently and he asked that the members meet privately with officials and 

that the members get a better understanding of the workings of the Town Hall. He said it was 

a very positive story for Newbridge overall but the members and officials need to work 

together positively. 

 

Ms Conneely stated that the reason the meeting was held in-committee to discuss the Town 

Hall was because there was a third party involved and they were currently working with 

them. 

 

Councillor McLoughlin-Healy stated there was huge frustration with the public in regard to 

the use of the Town Hall especially when there was good feeling for this service. She asked 

who commissioned the review in December 2017. 

 

Ms Conneely stated that it was agreed by the Management Committee in 2016 and the 

review was carried out afterwards. All the reviews were in and they were currently working 

on the options. 

 

Councillor McLoughlin-Healy stated that she would speak further with Ms Conneely after the 

meeting. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor McLoughlin-Healy, seconded by Councillor Pender 

that the report be noted and that she would speak with Ms Conneely after the meeting. 

 

KN25/0318 

Possible Accommodation for Kildare Failte Office - Riverbank Centre, Newbridge 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor McCabe: 



Kildare County Council  

Page 17 of 19 

Can the council consider housing the Kildare Fáilte office in the Riverbank Centre 

Newbridge, as it is a readymade space for a tourism asset with all the facilities required to 

conduct its business there? 

 

A report was received from the Economic, Community and Cultural Department informing 

the members that the council had provided space for Kildare Failte in Áras Chill Dara and in 

the Naas Town Hall. Consideration had already been given for alternative ‘housing’ options 

as the Kildare Fáilte team had recently expanded and Riverbank was one of a number of 

options explored. 

 

The report was noted. 

 

KN26/0318 

Governance Report - Riverbank Arts Centre 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor McLoughlin-

Healy: 

Since it was confirmed to this municipal district that we were entitled to ask for a governance 

report from the Riverbank Arts Centre in return for funding, can councillors be furnished with 

the report of it having been requested or received? 

 

A report was received from the Economic, Community and Cultural Department informing 

the members that at an in-committee meeting of the Kildare Newbridge Municipal District on 

21 June 2017, a series of questions were asked by Councillor McLoughlin Healy that were 

more appropriate to be addressed to the Board of Management of Riverbank. Following the 

meeting, the Director of Service asked Councillor McLoughlin Healy to forward her the 

questions so  that she could be sure that none were overlooked. The questions were 

furnished to her and, following receipt of a response from the Board of Management, a reply 

issued to the councillor on 01 August 2017 - a copy of the reply was furnished to all of the 

Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District members. A "governance report" was not sought 

although governance was referred to. As discussed previously with the Municipal District 

members, funding provided to Riverbank Arts Theatre was provided on the basis of a 

funding agreement. Kildare County Council was satisfied, as a funding partner, that this 

funding helps to provide an excellent service to the people of Kildare. 
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Councillor McLoughlin-Healy asked that the report be provided and that it include the 

procedure and protocol for use of the venue. She had been informed that the minutes of the 

Riverbank meetings would be uploaded onto the website but this had not been done yet. 

She agreed that there was great work going on at the Riverbank but it was taxpayers money 

being spent and best practice needed to be in place. She asked for the policy on the Arts 

Centre recruitment, use of the venue and declarations of interest re Contractors. 

 

The Municipal District Manager stated that he noted the councillor's concerns and he would 

relay them to the Director of Service, Economic, Community and Cultural Department. 

 

The report was noted. 

 

KN27/0318 

Riverbank Arts Centre  

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor McLoughlin-

Healy: 

In relation to the statement in the Annual Report which states that the council has 80% of the 

vote relating to the Riverbank Arts Centre, can the council confirm what does this mean and 

how is 80% of a vote executed?  

 

A report was received from the Economic, Community and Cultural  Department informing 

the members that there were five Directors on the Board of Management of Riverbank Arts 

Centre Ltd. Each Director had one vote. Three of the Directors were nominated by Kildare 

County Council and one was a Kildare County Council official, therefore, Kildare County 

Council had 80% of the voting rights as a percentage of the total Board of  Management. 

 

The report was noted. 

 

KN28/0318 

To agree amendment to the  Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District LPT Schedule of 

Works 2018 

The members agreed that since many of the councillors had left the meeting, that this matter 

be deferred to the next meeting.  This was agreed by all the members present. 
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KN29/0318 

Other Business 

Mr Dunne informed the members that an update briefing (in-committee) on derelict sites 

within the municipal district would be facilitated by the Environment Section and that this 

would be held at 9.30 am on Wednesday 18 April 2018 before the next monthly meeting of 

the municipal district. This was agreed by all the members. 

 

The meeting then concluded. 


